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minions were bounded now on the south and east
by the Taurus and Anti-Taurus, and their ruler
was Mita. The Assyrian governor met with such
success in conquest and plunder that Mita was
forced to send an embassy to Sargon, who was
then on the borders of Elain, to sue for peace.1 At
the same time Sargon received gifts from seven
Mngs of Cyprus, though what they may have
feared does not appear.2 Years after (708 B. C.)
Sargon acknowledged their gifts with a present of
a black marble stele engraved with his portrait.

At this same period also there was a newspasin
of vigor in the almost defunct empire of Urartu.
Argistis was now king over what remained, of the
once powerful empire, and determined to make
an effort to regain some of the lost possessions.
He induced Muttallu, prince of Kummukh, to
join in a confederation. Before anything could
be accomplished the news was brought that Bit-
Yakin had fallen and an Assyrian army was
already on its way to the north. Muttallu was so
discomfited by this news that he sought safety in
flight. His family and all his treasures fell into
the hands of the Assyrians, and his land was
henceforth organized and administered as a prov-
ince. This fall of Kumrnukh happened at just
the right time to enable the interchange of inhabit-
ants with Bit-Yakin, which was mentioned above,"
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3 76, above.